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Mission of the Prophets 


Au the messengers of God sent in ancient times came only to admonish man not to commit idolatry and 
to teach him to worship the one God alone, so that he mi ght accordingly reform his life in this world and 
share in God’s blessings in the next. But throughout the centuries of human history, almost all the prophets 
were rejected by the majority of their contemporaries, particularly those highly placed in society, who 
never showed any willingness to follow these divine messengers. This recurrent event in history is thus 
described in the Quran: ‘Alas for the servants! They laugh to scorn every apostle that comes to them’. 
(36:30). 

The practice of ignoring God’s prophets went to the extent of depriving these ancient messengers of 
their rightful place in the annals of human history. That is why we can find detailed stories of kings and 
generals in the chronicles of the ages, but we do not find any mention of these prophets. The Prophet of 
Islam is the only exception. And that is because he received special divine succour. Therefore, for the first 
time in human history, the determination to repudiate shirk and affirm monotheism became a living move- 
ment and reached the stage of practical revolution, turning over a wonderful new page in human history. 
Now the question arises as to why this movement of rejection of shirk and acceptance of monotheism 
could not in ancient times culminate in revolution. There were two main reasons for this. One was that it 
was the age of kingship and the other was that superstitious thinking dominated. These were the two basic 
factors which continued to be permanent stumbling blocks for the mission of the prophets. 


The age prior to the advent of the Prophet of Islam was that of sacred kingship. Today is the age of 
democracy, in which political leaders gain the right to rule through the votes of the people. In ancient times, 
on the contrary, the king’s interest lay in convincing people that they were God’s representatives, even that 
they were God’s offspring or that they were the children of the sun and moon. While today the basis of 
government is secular democracy, in the days of old governments used to thrive on some idolatrous belief 
or the other. This has been mentioned in the Quran with particular reference to Pharaoh. When Pharaoh 
confronted Moses he felt threatened by the spiritual powers of God’s messenger. So he assembled his 
people and sought to reaffirm his position in these words. “Iam your Lord, most High.” (79:24). 

Thus it was in the political interest of these kings that such superstitious beliefs should prevail 
throughout the world. Under their special patronage, right from the rituals of the birth of a baby to the 
funeral rites, the entire system of life was based on shirk. | 

This idolatrous system remained predominant all over the world for several thousand years. Due to 
royal patronage, this system had become so powerful that it acted as an effective check against spreading 
the monotheistic message of the prophets. It was as a result of this that in ancient times the Prophet's 
mission remained limited solely to the communication of the message; it could not enter upon the wider 





stage of practical revolution. 


Another obstacle to missionary activity was what may be called the superstitious thinking of the age. In 
ancient times when scientific discoveries of the modern kind had not yet been made, man was not able to 
understand the true essence of natural manifestations. He found an astonishing diversity in the objects of 
nature—sun, moon, stars, mountains, sea, earth, heavens, trees, animals, etc. Thanks to this diversity, the 
misunderstanding developed in man that there must also be many creators, or that these phenomena must 
be incarnations of different gods. The many-sidedness of nature thus produced the concept ofa multiplicity 
of deities. Even the sun and the moon, because of their extraordinary character, began to be regarded as 
gods. It was unthinkable for man to conceive of one God in the face of the burgeoning plurality of nature. 

It was to this reality that Prophet Abraham alluded: 


“Lord, they (the phenomena of nature) have led many men astray.” (14:3 6) 


That is, these outstanding manifestations of nature, the sun, the moon etc. led to man’s deception. 
People began to worship their greatness and hold them in reverence, though they ought to have considered 
them al! to be creatures of God. On the contrary, they deified these creatures and began to worship them. 
The scientific thinking of the present age has shattered the myth of these objects of creation being gods. A 
major role has been played too by democratic thought, which ushered in a powerful political revolution 
throughout the entire world, giving a death blow to such kingship as was based on the idolatrous thinking 
of ancient times. Now, in the world of today, such kings as ruled in former times do not exist. They have 
been swept away like straw in the flood of modern democracy. Asa consequence of this modern political 
revolution, idolatrous beliefs and systems have been deprived of effective patronage. It was this system 
which was the most powerful obstacle to the rejection of shirk and the establishment of monotheism in its 


place. Now, the possibilities of issuing the call of the prophets are unlimited. All obstacles in the path have 
been removed forever. 





In the Age of Science 


Lhe emergence of modern science has meant the uprooting of shirk in all its aspects. In modern times, 
scientific discoveries have forever destroyed the myth that there is any inherent diversity in the 
manifestations of nature or that they have any greatness of their own. 

Modern science, through observation and experimentation, has proved in the last analysis that all the 
phenomena of nature, despite their seeming diversity, were composed of atoms. And the atom is a 
component of electric waves. This discovery has dealt a death blow to the myth of diversity in nature. 

Oneness has been proved to be a reality in all things, notwithstanding apparent differences. That is, a 
more advanced stage of knowledge having rejected idolatrous concepts has provided an established basis 
for the concept of monotheism. Furthermore an important point established by modern science is that all 
the things on the earth or in the vastness of space are equally helpless entities. All are bound together in an 








eternal, immutable law of nature. In no degree do they possess any power or will of their own. 

Another scientific factor has been established which favours monotheism over idolatry. That is, the 
entire universe, with all its varied components, is functioning under one and the same law of nature, called 
by scientists the single string theory. In other words, according to the discoveries of human knowledge 
itself there is only one God of the universe. There is no other deity or any other being worth worshipping 
save God. 

The root of shirk lies in superstitious thinking. In present times, scientific research and investigations 
have held the superstition of former times to be baseless. In this way, the roots of shirk in modern times 
have been deprived of any purely academic foundation. No scientific mind is ready to believe in shirk as 
a reality. However shirk is still prevalent in certain parts of the world. 

In ancient times, man held that so and so gods and goddesses were responsible for air, rains, crops 
and different human affairs. They thought of different gods and goddesses as being at work behind the 
diverse events in the world of nature and of human beings. But scientific investigation has proved that all 
these events, taking place in accordance with the laws of nature, are not the miracles of an array of gods 
and goddesses. In the face of these findings, the old type of shirk has, to a large extent, lost ground. 

Once there was an illiterate person who, for the first time in his life, saw a car travelling along a road. 
In his ignorance, he thought it was a magician who was causing a room to move by the sheer power of his 
magic. But any educated person would consider such a supposition ludicrous, because it does not take a 
scientist or an engineer to know for sure that such magic does not in reality exist. 

In this way idolatrous beliefs and concepts or the system of supposed deities have become utterly 
ridiculous to the educated mind. For now everyone knows that the coming of rains, the yield of crops and 
all other such seasonal events are based on the principles of nature. 

In the old superstitious age, the creed of shirk might have been acceptable, but today, in the age of 
knowledge, the whole structure of shirk, from belief to practice, has been thoroughly discredited. In the 
age of modern science, the fate shirk has met can be compared to that of a darkened room, which was 
supposed to harbour a dangerous, long-horned demon, but which, when opened up and flooded with 
light, was seen to contain nothing of the sort. 

Before the emergence of science the world was dominated by superstitious beliefs. Due to an 
inadequate fund of knowledge, people were deceiv ed into believing in shirk. But now with the spread of 
the light of science, it has become impossible for shirk to find a place once again in the minds of the 
people. However, the superstitions themselves have not been entirely laid to rest. In their personal lives 
people all over the world still hold beliefs of mysterious kinds. Although the majority of the educated class 
do not believe in deities, they have not yet arrived at beliefin one God. The only difference is that if the past 
generations were irrevocably devoted to gods and goddesses, nowadays people have set up another 
“deity”, called the law of nature, to which they accord the same importance as was formerly shown to 
pagan deities 

The course of human history has followed many pathways, but now a stage has come when all 
obstructions have been cleared away, so that a movement, based on the teachings of the prophets, could 
well be revived. Today, such a movement to reject shirk and affirm monotheism could freely and 
effectively be launched. In this modern age the political and international atmosphere is also entirely 


favourable, and all academic arguments are in support of it. It would not be an exaggeration to say that 
today any movement based on monotheism would be in a position of unopposed victory. No obstacle is 
now in its way. The need of the hour is for the monotheists to rise with all their will and determination and 
communicate with unstinted zeal and vigour the divine message—the life-giving reality of tauhid. 

In ancient times a number of evils had crept into human society, with the result that man had been 
divested of his natural greatness. It was the movement of tauhid, launched by the Prophet of Islam and his 
companions, which led the world out of a pitiable age and caused humanity to enter upon an age of 
progress in the real sense. For the first time in human history, man received the blessings which had been 
destined for him, and of which he, had deprived himself on account of his self-styled superstitious beliefs. 
Humanity emerged from a prolonged age of darkness and entered the age of light. Now, despite all 
material progress, man is beset by insuperable problems. Trapped in the glitter of civilization, he is de- 
prived of real peace and happiness. The greatness bestowed upon man by nature has again fallen into a 
new abyss of degradation. | 

Now the need of the hour is to revive the call of tauhid with renewed force and vigour. The task is 
twofold: tauhid has to be made more acceptable by means of new and forceful arguments and, by using 
modern means of communication, it has to be spread all over the world. As recorded in the historic 
prediction made by the Prophet, the time will come when God’s religion will spread all over the world, and 
not a ‘home ora tent’ will be saved from entering God’s word of monotheism. 





The Matter of Life 


Au the things in the market are available on the payment of necessary price. The principle of the market, 
to be precise, is: you receive as much as you give neither more nor less. This principle is true for the entire 
human life as well. Someone has aptly said: ‘give the world the best you have, and the best will come back 
to you.’ 

If you are a well-wisher of others, others will also respond the same way. If you talk to others gently, 
others too will return gentle words. If you honour others, others too will honour you. 

This is a world of give and take. Here man finds only what he has given to others. In short others will 
behave with you just as you behave with them. 

This means that in order to lead a life in this world, finding good atmosphere is in one’s own power. 
You become friends of others and everyone will become your friend. You bear with the unpleasantness of 
others then you will find people around you who bear with the unpleasant thing from you. You benefit 
others and then you will find a world where everyone will be busy benefiting others. 

If you want to live like a flower you will find your way to a bed of flowers. But if your existence is 
replete with thorns, you will find a world full of thorny shrubs. 
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The Difference between 
Monotheism and Idolatry 


Monotheism enables man to discover God in his passage through His creation, whereas idolatry causes 
him to become enslaved by the mere things of God’s creation. Monotheism permits him to lead his life on 
the plane of reality, whereas idolatry shackles him at every step in his life with superstition. Where mono- 
theism is the result of the discovery of one’s own human nature, idolatry is the result of ignorance of that 


very nature. Monotheists are the truly desirable inhabitants of this world, as it is they who fulfil the word of | 


God. 

According to the Plan of the Creator of this world, monotheists fulfil the divine scheme of God for man 
on earth. They unflinchingly follow His plan. It is the monotheists therefore who are held to be desirable by 
God, for they are carrying out God’s will on earth. 

Idolatry and idolatrous people are totally different matters. Idolatry is an alien concept in this world of 
God. It is the monotheists who are the wanted people; the idolaters are, on the contrary, the unwanted 
people, for the Creator and Sustainer of this world has given no endorsement to idolatry either as a creed 
or as a way of life. 

If we try to place an square object in a round compartment, it will not fit into it. The same is the case 
with monotheism and idolatry. By his very nature man has been created to be a monotheist. That is why the 
concept of monotheism and the monotheistic way of life are exactly in accordance with nature, while the 
very reverse is true of the concept of idolatry. 

With the idolater, objects other than God become the centre of his a attention. Hence his responses to 
various situations in life are also determined in relation to the objects of his worship. He looks up to them 
in his successes as well as seeking refuge in them in his failures. 

His heart and mind are absorbed in these non-godly things and beings at all times. Where the mono- 
theist continues to draw the nourishment of monotheism from his day-to-day experiences, an idolator’s 
day-to-day experiences provide him only with further food for idolatry (that is, he becomes more and 
more confirmed in his way of life). 

More often than not, man’s general condition is affected by different sets of circumstances, some 
favourable and some unfavourable. But whatever his state—that of happiness, grief, difficulty, success, 
failure, power, powerlessness, domination, subjugation—the essence of his response to those circum- 
stances must be either monotheistic or idolatrous. 

Foramonotheist, who lives constantly in God’s glory and majesty, every happening in his life continues 
to remind him of God. His response in all situations is in accordance with his monotheistic belief. In all 
circumstances, he proves to be a true monotheist, never losing his balance in the ups and downs of life. In 
whatever condition he is, he never breaks his association with God. With God as the centre of his attention, 
he never goes off the course. 

A feeling of attachment of one human being for another is generally a source of deep satisfaction to the 
individuals involved. But there is no greater source of satisfaction and no greater elevation of the spirit than 








in man’s strong attachment to God. This, in essence, is what monotheism is, both in principle and in 
practice. As such, it is of the highest value in the eyes of God. Any other kind of attachment ofa worshipful 
nature is shirk, and as such, is valueless. 

This deep attachment for God takes two forms—love and fear. The Quran tells us that it is in the 
monotheist (2:165) that the love of God is at its most profound, and that itis God alone that he fears (9:18). 
Such extreme dread and extreme love should be inspired solely by that Being who has created man, who 
is his Lord and Sustainer. One who associates these special feelings with someone other than God is guilty 
of committing shirk. It is to bestow on others the adoration that 1s due to God (2:165). 

Human beings may feel strong attachments for many kinds of things,—for other people, for animals, 
for ideas and so on. When an individual is strongly attracted to something, it is normal for his thoughts to 
centre on the object of admiration. He can become so engrossed in it that his entire happiness seems to 
depend on his finding it and keeping it. When he succeeds in doing so, his enthusiasm knows no bounds, 
yet he is always beset by the fear that he may be deprived of this highly valued object. This fear makes him 
really sad, for he has high hopes that so long as he possesses it, it will yield untold blessings. Just thinking 
about what he has and what he may lose can fill his eyes with tears. But all such emotions pale into 
insignificance beside the feelings which the true devotee has for the Supreme Being. What he feels for Him 
is an unbreakable bond of affection and a deep, unalterable veneration. It is to Him and Him alone that all 
his thoughts are directed, and it is to the Almighty alone that he surrenders himself. 

God looks with extreme disfavour upon this feeling of profound reverence being focused upon anyone 
or any thing besides Himself, for it is the special prerogative of God to have human beings remain in awe of 
Him. No other being deserves this ultimate degree of reverence. 


Hypochondriasis . 


Hypochondria is a psychological disease. One who suffers from this disease imagines that he has 
one or more physical complaints, although he is not actually ill. The hypochondriac becomes convinced 
that he is afflicted by disease, even although it is absent. 

A resident of Pune, India, Mr. Farhat Haroon Khan, once told me of such an instance. He had become 
acquainted with a 20-year old Arab student, who had come from Bahrain to Pune to pursue a course of 
higher studies. During his stay in India, the latter began to imagine that his health had been ruined by Indian 
food and that he was suffering from some fatal disease. 

He asked Farhat Haroon to take him to a good doctor and Mr Haroon obliged him by taking him to 
a Dr. S.M.H. Modi. Dr. Modi examined the student thoroughly and prescribed certain tests. Then after 
seeing all the reports, he asked Mr Haroon to tell the Arab patient that he was ‘as fit as a horse.’ 

After the doctor’s thorough examination, the young Arab’s worries immediately evaporated, and he 
began to live anormal life, just as ifhe had never taken ill. | 

This type of disease is not confined only to individuals. Sometimes an entire nation or community may 
suffer from it. This can be traced to wrong guidance by leaders who induce a fear psychosis in their 


followers by causing them to believe that they are surrounded by danger on all sides. The key to progress 
for such a nation is the ability to see such dangers for what they are—imaginary; and then to root out all 
fear from the national psyche. Then nothing can stand in the way of the country’s success. 





Training and Education 


B, August 1945, Japan had been totally ruined having lost its political freedom as well as its economic | 


stability. What Japan did subsequently was to refrain from touching the problem of political freedom and 
give its full thrust to economic stability. This policy proved so successful that J apan is today reckoned as an 
industrial super power. By 1990 Japan had already given five billion dollars credit to the world, While in 
1945, Japan was under the political subjugation of America, today America has been brought under the 
economic subjugation of Japan. 

Mr Abu Zar Ghefari, a Pakistani columnist, went to Kabul in May 1992, where he met a Japanese 
journalist. He asked him the reason for the breathtaking and incredible success of J apan, how it had 
actually happened that the impossible could be turned into the possible. 





He replied that the secret of Japan’s striking success lay in the sterling character of the Japanese 


nation. He explained, moreover, that since they were not rich in natural resources, they considered their 
children to be their greatest resource. Each Japanese house had been turned into a training ground for the 
children. The Japanese spent their best resources on the education of children. That is why their nation of 
today is wholely literate. Illiteracy just does not exist in their country. If it is the head count of scientists 
which makes a nation scientific, then the Japanese nation can be truly called a scientific nation. 

This training and education has produced high national character among the J apanese, for instance, the 
Japanese are truly a nationalist nation. Ifthe nation suffers from a one-rupee loss, a J apanese will be willing 
to incur a 100-rupee loss to save the nation from loss, and he would be proud to do so. 

(Nawai Waqt, Lahore, July 12, 1992) 


Japan completely shunned the path of confrontation with its opponent. Only then did it become _ 


possible for it to bring into existence a highly scientific society. This is the only way to success and progress 
in this world. 





No End of Opportunities - 


Avaur Rahman ibn Muawiya ibn Hisham (113-172 A.H.), an Umayyad prince, having shown early 


signs of talent and intelligence, was given royal training and a superb education to groom him, right from 
early childhood, for his future role of Caliph. 


But in 132 A.H. the Umayyad dynasty was dealt a fatal blow by the Abbasids. When the Abbasid _ 





army entered Damascus, the capital, they were given orders to exterminate the Umayyads. At this point, 
Abdur Rahman was fortunately absent from the city. He had gone to a village on the banks of Euphrates 
where he had his farms and orchards. At the time of the genocide, the young prince was just twenty years 
of age. | 

When Abdur Rahman learnt that the Ummayyads had been the victims of a general massacre, he hid 
himself in a camp under the trees. One day when he was in his camp his four-year old son came running to 
him in a terrified state. The Abbasid soldiers had almost reached the orchard in their pursuit ofhim. He 
immediately picked up the child, ran to the river and swam across to the other side. 

Although Abdur Rahman managed to flee from Damascus, the next few years proved very difficult for 
him. Always on the alert for his enemies, he would move, hungry and thirsty, from place to place, across 
rivers and through jungles. In this state of helplessness he came to Sabta, a place situated at the north coast 
of Africa. His future looked bleak. The prince had become a pauper and where, in his childhood, the 
crown of the Caliphate had awaited him, there was now not even a corner where he could take shelter in 
peace. 

Yet, ultimately, into this state of utter frustration, there shone a ray of 7 It seemed that Andalusia, 
in the South of Spain, had become semi-independent. Damascus, the seat of the Caliphate, had lost its 
hold over it, thanks to communications taking months to cover the distance between Damascus and 
Andalusia. Now in the absence ofa strong leadership, the Muslims had started fighting amongst them- 
selves. 

This state of affairs in Andalusia turned out to be a piece of good fortune for Abdur Rahman. Hearing 
that the Muslims were badly in need ofa leader, he crossed the Straits of Gibraltar to reach Andalusia. His 
extraordinary capabilities and the fact of his being a crown prince immediately attracted attention. The 
people rallied to him and he was able to establish a firm rule in Andalusia. A man whose history had come 
to an end in Damascus now became the founder of brilliant cultural and academic progress in Andalusia. If 
he built this most illustrious career for himself in Cordova the seat of the Andalusian emirate, it was entirely 
due to his own courage and determination. 

It is a fact that there is no end to the opportunities in this world. When one opportunity ceases to exist, 
some other opportunity always arises elsewhere. When one stage in a man’s career comes to an end, there 
will always be the opportunity to enter a new phase. 

But new opportunities will bear no fruit if they are not at once seized and availed of. Nothing ever 
happens on its own. But it takes a man of courage to grasp the opportunities that present themselves. He 
must also have the endurance and the determination for the struggle which necessarily ensues. And if he 
possesses those essential qualities, there is no question of his being a failure. 

This world has been devised by God so that man may succeed — but with a struggle. One who is too 
faint-hearted, too lacking in determination, or too impatient will give up the struggle sooner or later, and 
that is what will ultimately spell failure. He shall have to pay the price of his own shortcomings. 

“For men, opportunities will never cease.” This is just like saying the sun will never cease to rise. Just 
as morning is always followed by night, so does success inevitably follow failure. However, just as the 


earth must revolve unceasingly if morning is to follow night so must man be unremitting in his struggle to 
reach his final goal. 


The News of an Earthquake 


Or June 21, 1990, the north-western part of Iran was hit by an earthquake so severe in its intensity that 
it left 30,000 dead and 200,000 injured in its wake. A comment frequently heard at that time was that this 
was God’s chastisement on the Iranians. | 

Such remarks are absurd. Any tragedy befalling this world is designed to make God’s servants tremble 
in fear of their Maker, and are not occasions for righteous castigation of supposed wrongdoers. The truth 
is that this earthquake related neither to Iran’s iniquity nor to God’s chastisement. An earthquake is a 
geophysical event; it is mearit as a lesson for everyone, and not just for the people of Iran, or any other 
country for that matter. | 

Every severe earthquake causes a similar amount of devastation. According to the Times of India of 
June 23, 1990, not a single house in the affected area had been left standing. In reality, an earthquake’s 
true significance lies in its being a reminder of Qiamat (Doomsday). What happens before, during and 
after an earthquake is simply a miniature version of what will actually happen ona horrendous scale on the 
Day of Reckoning. 

God has built this world as a temporary testing ground. When this period of trial is over, God will 
cause a severe earthquake to take place. Under its impact all structures will collapse, all bastions of human 
greatness will simply vanish from the face of the earth, and civilization as we know it will cease to exist. 
Then God, in His omnipotence, will create a new world in which He will reward each of His creatures 
according to his or her deeds. | 

The correct attitude to natural calamities is that one should learn a lesson from them. Attributing them 
to the misdeeds of others will only bring down God’s wrath upon one’s own head. 
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GOD ARISES 
A book by Maulana Wahiduddin Khan in serials. 
Vil 


The Challenge of the Quran 


Biblical Inconsistency 


It is unfortunate that the same cannot be said for the Bible, which, as a book of revelation 
was the forerunner of the Quran. Initially the Bible was the word of God, but in later years it 
suffered from human interpolations, with the result that many internal contradictions began to sully 
its pages. A case in point is the genealogy of the Messiah, which has been given in several 
places in that part of the Bible known as the Injil, or New Testament. The Gospel according to 
Matthew begins with this abridged genealogy : “The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the 
son of David, the son of Abraham” (Matt. 1:1). 


The genealogy of Christ is then given in detail, beginning with Abraham and ending with 
Joseph who, according to the New Testament was “the husband of Mary, of whom was bom 
Jesus” (Matt. 1:16). 


When the reader turns to the Gospel according to Mark he finds these words: ‘The 
beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God’ (Mark. 1:1). 


According to one chapter of the New Testament, Jesus was the son of a person named 
Joseph, while another chapter of this very New Testament says he was the Son of God. 


Undoubtedly, in its original form, the Injil was the Word of God and free of all 
contradictions. It was only in later years, that human beings made additions of their own, 
introducing contradictions into a formerly consistent text. The Christian Church has evolved 
another extraordinary contradiction in order to explain away this contradiction in its sacred book 
The description given of Joseph in the Encyclopaedia Britannica (1984 edition) is as follows: 
‘Christ’s earthly father, the Virgin Mary’s husband.’ 


Secular Contradictions 


For an instance of serious internal contradiction in secular writings, I turn to the works of 
Karl Marx, who commands an immense following in the moder orld. The famous American 
economist, John Galbraith, has written of him: 


‘If we agree that the Bible is a work of collective authorship, only Mohammad rivals Marx 
in the number of professed and devoted followers recruited by a single author. And the 


competition is not really very close. The followers of Marx now for outnumber the sons of the 
Prophet’! 


But Marx’s enormous popularity does not change the fact that his work is little better than 
a collection of glaring contradictions. For example, Marx considers the existence of class as the 
root of all evil in the world. According to his philosophy, class distinction is derived from the 
system of private ownership, and the control exercised by the bourgeoisie over the means of 
production enables them to plunder the lower labouring class. 


The solution prescribed by Marx consisted of confiscating the properties of the capitalist 
class and putting them under the administration of the labouring class. Thus, he claimed, a 
classless society would come into being. But herein lies the basic contradiction of Marx’s 
philosophy. For what comes into existence as a result of this transfer is not a classless society, 
but a society in which one class takes over where the other leaves off. Where one class 
previously controlled the economy by virtue of ownership, another class now controls it by virtue 
of administration. Marx’s so-called classless society, was, in fact, one in which capitalist ownership 
was replaced by communist ownership. 


What Marx had condemned in one place, he condoned in another. But due to his great 
antipathy for and antagonism towards the capitalist class, he was unable to see his own 
contradiction in thought. He was in favour of taking the control of economic resources away from 
capitalists and entrusting it to officials. But, blinded by prejudice, he did not see what he was 
doing. He gave separate names to two different forms of the very same phenomenon: in the one 
case, he called it plunder of the many by the few, in the other, he termed it ‘social order.’ 


The Quran, on the other hand, is completely free of selfcontradiction of this nature, and 
there is absolute harmony in its discourses. Yet, even so, opponents of the Quran have tried to 
prove that there are contradictions in it. All the examples they cite in this regard, however, have 
absolutely no connection with the case they are trying to prove. They say, for instance, that in 
the sermon of his Farewell Pilgrimage, the Prophet stated that all men were from Adam, and 
Adam was from the earth. According to this principle women should enjoy the same status as 
men. In practice, however, this is not the case, say opponents of the Quran. On the one hand, 
Islam says that men and women are equal, yet at the same time women are allotted an inferior 
position in Islamic society. They then cite the fact that the testimony of two women is considered 
equal to that of one man. This is a total misunderstanding. It is true that in Islam the testimony 
of two women is, under normal circumstances, considered equal to that of one man. But the basis 
of this rule is not discrimination between the sexes. It is something quite different, as is made 


clear in the verse of the Quran where it has been laid down. The verse deals with the written 
recording of debts: 


‘And take two male witnesses. If there are not two men, then one man and two women 


-you may select the witnesses of your choice. If one woman forgets, the other will be able to 
remind her.” 


The wording of the verse shows quite clearly that the basis of this rule is -- not 
discrimination between the sexes -- but rather the memorizing ability of women. The verse alludes 
to a biological fact - that women are not as good at remembering things as men. This is why, 
if one is going to accept women’s testimony in loan cases, there should be two of them : so that 
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if at any time in the future, they are required to give evidence, one of them should be able to 
compensate for the other’s poor memory. 


It is as well to remember here that modern research has confirmed what the Quran said 
-that women’s memory is weaker than that of men. Russian scientists have gone into this matter 
in great detail, and their conclusions have been published in bookform. A summary appeared in 
the New Delhi edition of the Times of India on January 18, 1985, under the caption, ‘Memorizing 
Ability’: 


Men have a greater ability to memorize and process mathematical information than women, 
but females are better with words,’ a Soviet. scientist Says, reports UPI. ‘Men dominate 
mathematical subjects due to the peculiarities of their memory,’ Dr. Vladimir Konovalov told the 
Tass news agency. 


The Quranic rule, far from evincing any contradiction, proves in fact that the Quran has 
come from One who has absolute knowledge of the facts of nature. He sees things from every 
angle, and so is in a position to issue commandments that are in total harmony with nature”. 


Now we turn to external inconsistency. External inconsistency in a literary work occurs 
when what it asserts is contradicted by some reality in the outside world. It is illuminating in this 
connection to make comparisons of the differing accounts of historical facts given by the Quran 
and the Bible. 


Historical Inaccuracy 


In the 20th century B.C., during the time of the Prophet - Joseph, the Children of Israel 
entered Egypt. Seven centuries later they left Egypt along with Moses, crossing over into the Sinai 
peninsula. These events are mentioned in both the Bible, and the Quran. But, while the account 
in the Quran is entirely consistent with external history, the Bible relates several incidents which 
do not correspond to historical records. This has created problems for believers in the Bible: 
Should they accept what is written in the Bible, or should they go by history? Since the two 
contradict one another, they cannot accept both at the same time. 


On January 12, 1985, a gathering was held in the Indian Institute of Islamic Studies at 
Tughlaqabad in New Delhi, which was addressed by Ezra Kolet, president of the Council of Indian 
Jewry. His topic was: ‘What is Judaism?’ Naturally, he dealt with Jewish history in his talk, 
mentioning, among other things, the Jew’s entrance into Egypt and their exodus from that country. 
The names of both Joseph and Moses figured in his talk as well as the kings who were ruling 


in Egypt in their respective times. For both kings, the contemporaries of Joseph and Moses, he 
used the term ‘Pharaoh’. : 


As everyone acquainted with the period knows, this nomenclature is historically incorrect. 
The reign of the kings known as Pharaohs only began in Moses’ time: in Joseph’s day, a different 
line of monarchs ruled in Egypt. 


When Joseph entered Egypt, the kings of a dynasty known as the Hyksos ruled there. They 
were ethnically Arabs, and had usurped the Egyptian throne, ruling in that country from 2000 BC 
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until the end of the 15th century BC. The indigenous population then rebelled against foreign rule 
and the Hyksos dynasty came to an end. 


Home rule was then established in Egypt. The clan that took over sovereignty chose for 
itself the name of Pharaoh, which literally means son of the sun-god, for in those days Egyptians 
worshipped the sun, and in order to vindicate their right to rule over the Egyptians, they made 
themselves out to be incarnations of the sun-god. 


In effect, Mr. Kolet was calling the Hyksos Kings, Pharaohs. He had no choice but to 
do so, for that is what they are called in the Bible, with reference to both Joseph’s and Moses’ 
respective periods. The Jewish speaker could either accept the Bible or history, but not both 
simultaneously. Since he was speaking in his capacity as president of the Jewish Council, he put 
history aside and based his talk on biblical accounts. 


But in the Quran we do not find accounts which clash with history in this way, and those 
who follow the Quran are not compelled to forsake history in order to uphold their Holy Book 
When the Quran was revealed, people had no knowledge of ancient Egyptian history. Only in later 
years ‘did archeological excavations make it possible for Egyptologists to compile a record of the 
history of that country’s ancient kings. 


Yet despite this, we hear mention in the Quran of the Egyptian monarch who was a 
contemporary of Joseph. For him, the Quran uses the tide ‘King of Egypt’. As for the king who 
ruled in Moses’ day, the Quran repeatedly calls him Pharaoh. We thus have a Quranic account 
that corresponds exactly with historical facts, unlike the biblical account which is historically 
inaccurate. This shows that the Quran is written by One who has direct recourse to true facts, 
without dependence on human sources of knowledge. 


Natural Phenomena 


The Quran was revealed at a time when little was known about nature. Rainfall, for 
example, was believed to come from a river in heaven which gushed down on to the earth. The 
earth was thought to be flat and the heavens a kind of vault resting on the hilltops which provided 
a roof over the earth. Stars were consi- dered to be shining silver nails set in the vault of heaven, 
‘or thought of as tiny lamps which were swung to and fro at night by means of a rope. The 
ancient Indians held that the earth rested upon the horns of a cow and when the cow shifted 
the earth from one horn to the other, this caused earthquakes. Up till the time of Copernicus 
(1473-1543 AD) it was generally believed .that the earth was stationary and that the sun revolved 
around it (Two thousand years earlier, Aristarchus of Samos had anticipated this theory, but his 
ideas did not gain ground.) | 








With the advances made in the field of science and technology the range of human 
observation and experiment were vastly increased, opening up great vistas of knowledge about the 
uni- verse. In all spheres of existence and in atl disciplines of science, previously established 
concepts were proved wrong by later research and were discarded. This means that no human 
work dating back 1500 years can boast of total accuracy, because all ‘facts’ must now be 
reevaluated in the light of recent information. No such book has, in fact, been found to be totally 








free of errors, with the notable exception of the Quran, whose authenticity has withstood all 
challenges over the centuries. This constitutes conclusive evidence of the Quran having had its 
source in an Omnipresent and Eternal Mind - one which knows all facts in their true forms and 
whose knowledge has not been conditioned by time and circumstances. Had it been a human 


fabrication it could not have withstood the test of time, human vision being, by contrast, narrow 
and limited. 


The basic theme of the Quran is salvation in the life hereafter. That is why it does not 
fall into the category of any of the known arts and Sciences of the world. But since it addresses 
itself to man, it touches on almost all the disciplines which concern him. In spite of the breadth 
of its scope, none of its statements has ever been shown to have been made on the basis of 
inadequate knowledge. Bertrand Russell, in his Impact of Science on Society makes the point 
that, renowned philosopher as he was, Aristotle, while ‘proving’ the inferiority of women to men, 


will feel better equipped to explain those verses which contain scientific truths; correct information 
about any given fact can never be conttary to Quranic assertions, whatever they may be. 


Assertions of this sort fall into two separate categories, one relating to matters on which 
there existed no prior information whatsoever at the time the Quran was written, and the other 
to matters on which the information available was either superficial or inadequate. 


Dr. Maurice Bucaille, in his The Bible, the Qur’an and Science, describes as ‘bizarre’ the 
notion that ‘if Surprising statements of a Scientific nature exist in the Quran, they may be 


There were many aspects of the universe about which ancient peoples had Only partial 
knowledge, this having been demonstrated by modem scientific findings, but it should be made 
clear at this point that the main purpose of the Quran Was not to expound scientific theories in 


order to explain natural phenomena, but to elucidate the divine symbolism of the workings of 
nature in order that people should be purified in mind and soul and become so imbued with 
feelings of awe and reverence for God’s will, that a veritable moral revolution would ensue. The 
Quran was never meant to be just a book about the physical sciences. And had it disclosed totally 
new and unheard of scientific facts to the people, this would have sparked off unending and quite 
irrelevant discussions about the nature of these facts, while the real aims of the Quran would 
have been thrust into the background. It is little short of miraculous that, centuries before science 
had made such gigantic leaps forward, the Quran clarified for the common people such scientific 
facts as illustrated the highest moral principles without using terminology which would in any way 
confuse them or obscure the issue. And it is those very facts which we now find are entirely 
consistent with the results of modern investigations. | 


An interesting example of this is the Quran’s description of the behaviour of water so as 
to illustrate the particular physical law which governs it. 


He has let loose the two seas: they meet one another. Between them stands a barrier 
which they cannot overrun (55: 19-20). 


Two rivers meeting and flowing onwards together without i their waters mingling with each 
other was a phenomenon I which had obviously been observed and partially understood by ancient 
peoples. We can observe this today in the waters of the two rivers which flow together from 
Chatagam in Bangladesh to Arakan in Burma. All along their course the waters are quite distinct 
from one another, a ‘stripe’ being visible between them, dividing salt water from fresh. This same 
phenomenon can also be seen at the confluence of the Ganges and the Jamuna at Allahabad. 
Both the rivers course onwards together, yet are distinctly separated from one another. Rivers 
which flow downtq coastal areas and are affected by the ebb and flow of the sea, have large 
quantities of salt water gush upstream at high tide but, again the waters do not mix. The salt 
water forms an upper layer, the fresh water remaining below it. At ebb tide, the salt water 
recedes, leaving the fresh water as it was before. 


Man had observed such natural phenomena. from ancient times, but he did not know the 
laws of nature which governed them. It has recently been discovered by modem research that 
the way liquids flow is governed by a difference in salinity and, thus, density, because saline water 
is denser than fresh water; when two water bodies converge, the more saline of the two flows 
beneath the less saline. Thus, a river flowing into the sea flows on the surface, sometimes for 
great distances; the Mississippi, for example, appears as a brown, freshwater stream in the blue 
waters of the Gulf of Mexico. Salinity variations in the oceans and seas are partially responsible 
for large-scale seawater circulation. A well-known example is the flow to the Mediterranean Sea, 
which is separated from the North Atlantic by a sill, 320 metres (1,050 feet) deep, at the Strait 
of Gibraltar. The Mediterranean is saltier than the North Atlantic because its evaporation exceeds 
its replenishment by rivers; the more saline water of the Mediterranean thus flows at depth over 
the sill into the North Atlantic, where it sinks to a depth of 1,000 metres; and less saline water 
from the North Atlantic flows near the surface. Current speeds as high as two metres per second 
have been recorded.’ 
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It is as if there were a barrier between the waters of different densities, and ‘barrier’ is 
the exact expression used by the Quran. 


Examples From Astronomy 


The firmament is another aspect of the universe which is described in the Quran in terms 
which are quite consistent with modern science: ‘It was God who raised the heavens without 
visible pillars’ (13:2). 


Such was human observation in ancient times. Man could see that above his head the sun, 
moon and stars had no visible supports. And these words are equally meaningful for the scientific 
man of today, because the latest observations show that the celestial bodies exist. in an infinite 
space, with the invisible pull of gravity to hold them in position. Of the sun and other celestial 


bodies the Quran says: “Each floats freely in an orbit of its own” (21:33), 


Ancient man was familiar with the movement of celestial bodies, so he was not confused 
by this, “floating” being the most appropriate term to describe the movement of celestial bodies 
in a vast and subtle space. And how much more significance has been lent to this word by recent 
discoveries. Day and night, the results of such movement by a celestial body, are depicted thus 
in the Quran: ‘He throws the veil of night over the day. Swiftly they follow one another’ (7:54). 


Dr. Maurice Bucaille, in his The Bible, the Qur'an and Science, lists a number of similar 
extracts from the Quran, which gave accurate descriptions of the alternation of day and night, 
long before modern deductions or the observations of cosmonauts bore this out. He then makes 
the important point that? At a time when it was held that the Earth was the centre of the world 
and that the Sun moved in relation to it, how could anyone have failed to refer to the sun’s 
movement when talking of the sequence of night and day? This is not however refered to in the 
Quran’ (p. 163). He then discusses the special significance of the Arabic verb kawwara, (Quran 
39:5), thb original meaning of which is to coil or wind a turban round the head, when describing 
the change from riight to day, evidently conveying the idea of the rotation of the earth (Most 
translators seem to have misinterpreted this). ‘This process of perpetual coiling, including the 
interpretation of one sector by another is expressed in the Quran just as if the concept of the 


earth’s roundness had already been conceived at the time -which was obviously not the case’ 
(p. 164). | 


There are many descriptions in the Quran of a similar nature, some of them being scientific 
Statements about phenomena of which -seventh century men: had no knowledge whatsoever. 
I should now like to present recent examples from a variety of ‘disciplines which bear out the 
truth of these Quranic assertions. 7 | 


Up until barely a century ago, the concept of this material universe as having a beginning 
and an end was something which appeared to have its origin in religiously inspired texts, but 


which did not seem to have any scientific basis in fact. Of the origin of the universe the Quran 
said: : 


“Do not the disbelievers see that the heavens and the earth were one solid mass which we 





tore asunder, and that we made every living thing of water? Will they not have faith ?” (21:30). 


But now we find that modern studies in astronomy have confirmed the truth of this concept, 
various observations having led scientists to~ postulate that the universe was formed by an 
explosion from a state of high density and temperature (the “big-bang” theory) and that the 
cosmos evolved from the original, highly compressed, extremely hot gas, taking the form of 
galaxies of stars, cosmic dust, meteorites and asteroids. The present outward motion of the 
galaxies is a result of this explosion. According to the Encyclopaedia Britannica (1984), this is 


“the theory now favoured by most cosmologists.” Once the process of expansion had set in - . 


about six billion years ago -- it had to continue, because the more the celestial bodies moved 
away from the centre, the less attraction they exerted over one another. Estimates of the 
circumference of the original matter place it at about one thousand million light years and now, 
according to Professor Eddington’s calculations, the present circumference is ten times what it 
was originally. This process of expansion is still going on. Professor Eddington explains that the 
stars and galaxies are like marks on the surface of a balloon which is continuously expanding, 
and that all the celestial spheres are getting further and further apart. Ancient man supposed quite 
wrongly, that the stars were as close to one another as they appeared to be. How significant that 
the Quran should state in Sura 51, verse 47, “The heaven, We have built it with power. Verily 
we are expanding it.” Now science has revealed that since the universe came into existence 90 
thousand million years B.C,. its circumference has stretched from 6 thousand to sixty thousand 
million light years. This means that there are inconceivably vast distances between the celestial 
bodies. And it. has been discovered that they revolve as part of galactic systems, just as our 
earth and the planets revolve around the sun. | 


Just as within the Solar System, many planets and asteroids are situated at great distances 
from each other, yet revolve according to one system, likewise every material body is composed 
of innumerable ‘Solar Systems’ on an infinitesimally small scale. These systems are called atoms. 
While the vacuum of the Solar System is observable, the vacuum of the atomic system is too 
small to be visible. That is, all things, however solid they appear, are hollow from the inside. For 
instance, if all the electrons and protons present within the atoms of a six foot tall man were to 
be squeezed in such a manner that no space were left, his body would be reduced to such a 
tiny spot as would be visible only through a microscope. 


The farthest galaxy that has been observed is situated several million light years away from 
the sun. Yet it is held that if the total quantum of cosmic matter as worked out by astro- 
physicists -and it is enormous -were to be compressed so as to eliminate all space, the size of 
the universe would be only thiry times the size of the sun. In view of how recently these 
calculations have been made, it is quite extraordinary that 1500 years ago the Quran asserted that 
not only had the universe expanded from a condensed form but that its Original quantum of matter 
had remained constant, so that it could conceivably be re-condensed into a relatively small space. 
It describes the end of the universe thus: “On that day, we shall roll up the heaven like a scroll 
of writing” (21:104). | 


The moon is our nearest neighbour in space, its distance from the earth being just two lakh 
and forty thousand miles. Due to this proximity, its gravitational force affects the sea waves, 





of conflicting forces of attraction, the moon will “burst when close enough and glorify our dead 
world with rings like those of Saturn.™ 


This concept bears out the Quran’s prediction to a remarkable degree. The following lines, 
in addition to presenting this phenomenon as a physical fact, explain its religious significance: 


The Hourof Doom is drawing near, and the moon is cleft in two. Yet, when they see a 
sign, the unbelievers turn their backs and say, ‘Ingenious magic 


The Quran Explains Geology 


Geology is another field in which the Quran is truly the forerunner of modem scientific 
discovery. 


In several parts of the Quran, it is stated that the mountain weie raised in order to keep 
the earth in equilibrium, “He raised the heavens without visible pillars and set immovable 
mountains on the earth lest it should shake with you” (31: 10). 


Fifteen hundred years ago, at the time these words were recorded, man had no understanding 
of the importance of the mountains. It is only recently that geographers have formulated the 
concept of isostasy, which is defined by the Encyclopaedia Britannica as the “theoretical 


“In the theory of isostasy a mass above sea level is supported below sea level, and thus 
there is a certain depth at which the total weight per unit area is equal all around the world; this 
is known as the depth of compensation” (V/458). 


EER ii 


The apparent unchangeability of the mountains - the ‘immovable mountains’ of the Quran- 
is expalined by the Encyclopaedia Britannica (1984) in terms of this naturally occuring balance: 


“Most of the Earth’s crust is approximately in hydrostatic equilibrium in this way, so that 
when erosion occurs and rivers transport large quantities of-weathered material away from the 
upland areas to be deposited in the oceans, there is a tendency for the hinterland to rise 
isostatically, and for the adjacent ocean floor to sink” (6/44). 


O.R. Yon Engeln gives perhaps the most direct explanation of this phenomenon: 


“Geologists hold that the lighter matter on the surface of the earth emerged in the form 
of mountains, and heavier matter got depressed in the form of deep trenches which are now filled 
with sea water. Thus this elevation and depression together maintain the balance of the earth.” 


Similarly it is said in the Quran that the earth had passed through a stage when God had 
caused the land masses to drift apart: 


And the earth he extended after that; and then drew from it water and pastures (79:3). 


These words from the Quran correspond exactly to the latest theory of drifting continents. 
This means that all our continents at one time were parts of one consolidated land mass, then, 
following an explosion, they were scattered all over the surface of the earth and a world of 
continents emerged from the sea and oceans. 


This theory was first properly expounded in the year 1915 by a German geologist, Alfred 
Wegener. Together, they could be fitted into one another like a Jigsaw puzzle. For instance, the 
eastern coast of South America joins with the western coast of Africa, etc. 


There are several other such resemblances to be found on Opposite coasts of vast oceans, 
e.g. mountains of the same kind, rocks dating back to the same geological period, animals, fishes 
and plants of the same type and so on. Professor Ronald Good, in his book entitled, Geography 
of the Flowering Plants, writes that botanists are almost unanimous in their view that, the 
presence of certain types of plants in various regions of the earth cannot be explained unless we 
Suppose that, at some point in the past, these tracts of land were joined together. 


Some fossil magnetism having supported this theory, it has become an established scientific 
doctrine. A study of the particular direction of stone particles reveals the altitude and latitudes of 
the rock of which they formed a part in ancient times. This study thus reveals that, in the past, 
certain tracts of land Were not situated where they are today; on the contrary, they Were situated 
exactly at places where the theory of drifting continents would suggest. P.M. Blacket, Professor 
of Physics at the Imperial College, London, writes that measurements of Indian stones definitely 
show that seventy million years ago, India was situated south of the equator and that examination 


_ of South African rocks reveals that the African continent split off from the land mass at the 


South Pole three hundred million years ago. 


The word which is used in the Quranic verse to describe this phenomenon of drift and 
dispersal is dahw. It has the same connotations as the English word ‘drift’ in, for example, “The 























rain water caused the sand particles to drift away from the land.” Such a wonderful similarity 
between this version, from the remotest past, of major geological changes and the discoveries of 
the present day cannot be explained in any other way than that the’ Quran springs from a Being 
whose knowledge far Surpasses the limitations of time and space. 


The Evidence of Biology 


In the field of biology, Quranic descriptions of embryonic development are truly remarkable. 
These were headlined in the hewspapers towards the end of 1984. The Canadian newspaper, The 
Citizen (22 November, 1984) published this news under the heading: 


Ancient Holy Book 1300 Years Ahead of its Time. 


Similarly The Times of India, New Delhi (10 December, 1984) published this news under 
tttis headline: 


Koran Scores Over Modern Sciences. 


Dr. Keith More, a famous embryologist and professor at Toronto University, Canada, has 
Studied some verses from the Quran (23:14, 39:6), making a comparative study of the Quranic 


In a paper written in this connection, he says: “The 1300 year old Koran contains passages so 


accurate about embryonic development that Muslims can reasonably believe them to be revelations 
from God.” 


Convincing Supportive details can be had from the analysis Maurice Bucaille makes in his 
book. The Bible, The Quran and Science which was published in 1970. We reproduce here 
some excerpts from the chapter entitled ‘Human Reproduction’. 


Evolution of the Embryo inside the Uterus 


The Qur’anic description of certain Stages in the development of the embryo corresponds 
exactly to what we today know about it, and the Qur’an does not contain a single statement that 
is open to criticism from modern science. 


. After ‘the thing which clings’ (an expression which is wellfounded, as we have seen) the 
Qur’an informs us that the embryo passes through the stage of ‘chewed flesh’, then osseous 


tissue appears and is clad in flesh (defined by a different. word from the preceding which 
signifies ‘intact flesh’). 


---- Sura 23, verse 14: 


“We fashioned the thing .which clings into a chewed lump of flesh and We fashioned the 
chewed flesh into bones and We clothed the bones with intact flesh.” 





‘Chewed flesh’ is the translation of the word mudga; ‘intact flesh’ is lahm. This distinction 
needs to be stressed. The embryo is initially a small mass. At a certain stage in its development, 
it looks to the naked eye like chewed flesh. The bone structure develops inside this mass in what 
is called the mesenchyma. The bones that are formed are covered in muscle; the word /ahm 
applies to them. . 


It is known how certain parts appear to be completely out of proportion during embryonic 
development with what is later to become the individual, while others remain in proportion. 


This is surely the meaning of the word mukallaq which signifies ‘shaped in proportion’ as 
used in verse 5, sura 22 to describe this phenomenon. 


“We fashioned. ..into something which clings. ..into a lump of flesh in proportion and out 
of proportion.” | 


More than a thousand years before our time, at a period when whimsical doctrines still 
prevailed, men had a knowledge of the Qur’an. The statements it contains express in simple 
terms truths of primordial importance which man has taken centuries to discover (pp. 205-06). 


Dietetics in the Quran 


In the Quran certain foodstuffs are declared unfit for human consumption and are, 
therefore, prohibited. One of these items is blood. At the time of revelation, man had no idea of 
the dietetic importance of this law. Much later, when laboratory research had isolated the 
components of blood, the wisdom of this prohibition became clear. Far from refuting the law, 
scientific investigation illustrated its benefits. 


The analysis showed that blood contains an abundance of uric acid, a pernicious substance 
the intake of which is injurious to human health. This is the reason for the special method of 
slaughter prescribed in Islam. The wielder of the knife, having taken the name of God, makes 
an incision in the jugular vein; leaving the other veins of the neck intact. This causes death by 
a total loss of blood from the body, rather than by injury to any vital organ. Were the animal’s 
brain, heart, liver or any other vital organ to be crippled, the animal would die immediately, and 
its blood would congeal in its veins and eventually permeate the flesh. The animal’s flesh would 
thus be contaminated with uric acid and would become poisonous. 


Pork has also been prohibited in the Quran. At that time the reasons for this prohibition 
were not fully understood. Nowadays, people are much more well-informed about its harmful 
effects. Uric acid, as we have seen, is present in all animals. The human body too has its share, 
which is extracted by the kidneys and excreted by means of urination. Ninety percent of the uric 
acid collected in the human body is extracted in this way. But the pig’s biochemistry is such that 
it i excretes only two percent of its uric acid. The rest remains an integral part of the body. It 
is this factor which causes the high rate of rheumatism found in pigs, and those who eat pork 
are also especially prone to this disease. 


Another matter of considerable medical importance touched on by the Quran is the utility 
of honey. 
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We are told that in honey ‘there is a healing for men’ (16:69). In the light of this verse 
the Muslims made much use of honey while Preparing medicine. But to the western world its 
medical importance was unknown. 


Up till the 19th century in Europe, honey was considered only a liquid food. It was as late 
as the 20th century that European scholars discovered that honey contained antiseptic properties. 


hours exposure. Enteritidis, Causing intestinal iqflammation, lived 48 hours. A hardy germ which 


under certain conditions causes peritonitis, was dead on the fifth day of experiment. According 
to Dr. Bodog Beck, there are many other germs equally destructible in honey. The reason for this 
bactericidal quality in honey, he Said, is in its hygroscopic ability. It literally draws every particle 
of moisture out of germs. Germs, like any other living organism, perish without water. This power 


to absorb moisture js almost unlimited. Honey will draw moisture from metal, glass, and even 
Stone rocks,””’ 


recent times. The discovery of the circulation of the blood was made by Harvey roughly ten 
centuries after the Quranic revelation. 
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Modern Physics and The Quran 


Another point on which human intelligence appeared to have arrived at a major scientific 
truth was that of the true nature of light. It was Sir Issac Newton (1642-1727) who put forward 
the theory that light consisted of minute corpuscles in rapid motion which emanated from their 
source and were scattered in the atmosphere. Owing to the extraordinary influence of Newton, 
this corpuscular theory held sway over the scientific world for a very long time, only to be 
abandoned in the middle of the nineteenth century in favour of the wave theory of light. It was 
the discovery of the action of photon which delivered the final blow to Newton’s theoy. “Young’s 


work convinced scientists that light has essential wave characteristics in apparent contradiction to 
Newton’s corpuscular theory.’” 


It had taken only 200 years to prove Newton wrong. The Quran, on the contrary, gave its 
message to the world in the 7th century, and even after a lapse of 1400 years its truth emerges 
unscathed. The reason for this is that it is of divine, not human Origin: the absolute truth of its 
Statements can be proved at all times -- an extraordinary attribute that no other work can claim. 


Einstein’s theory of relativity declares that gravity controls the behaviour of planets, stars, 
galaxies and the universe itself, and does so in a predictable manner. 


This scientific discovery had already been developed into a philosophy by Hume (171 1-1776) 
and other thinkers who declared that the whole system of the universe was governed by the 
principle of causation, and that it had only been when man had not been aware of this, that God 
had been supposed to control the universe. The principle of cause and effect was then thought 
logically to dispense with the idea of God. : 


But later research ran counter to this purely material supposition. When Paul Dirac, 
Heisenberg and other eminent scientists bent their minds to analysing the structure of the atom, 
they discovered that its system contradicted the principle of causation which had been adopted on 
the’basis of studies made of the solar system. This theory, called the quantum mechanics theory, 
maintains that at the sub-atomjc level, matter behaves randomly. 


The word ‘principle’ in science means something which applies in equal measure throughout 
the entire universe. If there is even one single instance of a principle failng to apply to something, 
its academic bonafides have to be called in question. It followed then that if matter did not 
function according to this principle of causation in an exactly similar manner at the subatomic level 
as it did in the solar system, it should have to be rejected. 


Einstein found this idea unthinkable and spent the last 30 years of his life trying to reconcile 
these seming contradictions of nature. He rejected the randomness of quantum mechanics, saying, 
“I cannot believe God plays dice with the universe.” Despite his best efforts, he was never able 
to resolve this problem and it seems that the Quran has the final word on the reality of the 
universe. The fact that the universe cannot be explained in terms of human knowledge is aptly 
illustrated by Jan Roxburgh when he writes: 








The laws of physics discovered on earth contain arbitrary numbers, like the ratio of the 
mass of an electron to the mass of a proton, which is roughly 1840 to one. Why? Did a creator 
arbitrarily choose these numbers?! 


When the Quran specifically states that God is the absolute Sovereign Lord of this universe, 
that He “accomplishes what He pleases” (14:27) and that He is the Executor of His own will 
(85:16), we need not even ask ourselves the kind ofquestion Ian Roxburgh put. For thousands of 
years, this concept of God was an established one, quite beyond dispute. Now, from the point of 
extreme materialism the pendulum of belief has swung back to the immutable and unassailable 
laws of the Quran. 


There are innumerable examples in the Quran and in the Traditions of the Prophet, which 
are extremely strong indications that the Quran’s inspiration is superhuman. To sum up, here is 
an incident which occurred in England, as related by Inayat-ullah Mashrigi. “It was a Sunday,” 
he writes, “the year 1909. It was raining hard. I had gone out on some errand when I saw the 


As for him, the hair on his head was Standing up straight. His eyes were shining with awe and 
wonder. Trepidation at the thought of God’s all-knowing and all-powerful nature made his hands 
tremble and his voice falter. “You know, Inayat-ullah Khan’, he said, ‘when J behold God’s 
marvellous feats of creation, my whole being trembles in awe at His majesty. When I go to 
Church I bow my head and say, “Lord, how great you are,” and not only my lips, but every 
particle of my body joins in uttering these words. I obtain incredible peace and joy from my 
prayer. Compared to others, I receive a thousand times more fulfillment from my prayer. So tell 
me, Inayat-ullah Khan, now do you understand why I go to Church?” 


Sir James jeans’ words left Inayat-ullah Mashrigi’s mind spinning. “Sir,” he said, “your 
inspiring words have made a deep impression on me. I am reminde’d of a verse of the Quran 
which, if I may be allowed, I should like to quote.” “Of course,” Sir James replied. Inayat-ullah 
Khan then recited this verse: “In the mountains there are streaks of various shades of red and 
white, and jet-black rocks. Men, beasts and cattle have their different colours, too. From among 
His servants, it is the learned who fear God” (3527-28)... 
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“What was that?” exclaimed Sir James. “It is those alone who have knowledge who fear 
God. Wonderful! How extraordinary! It' has taken me fifty years of continual study and 
observation to realize this fact. Who taught it to Mohammad? Is this really in the Quran? If so, 
you can record my testimony that the Quran’s an inspired Book. Mohammad was illiterate. He 
could not have learnt this immensely important fact on his own. God must have taught it to him. 
Incredible! How extraordinary!”"! 


And how significant that Sir James Jeans should have concluded his book The Mysterious 
Universe with these words: 


“We cannot claim to have discerned more than a very faint glimmer of light at the best; 
perhaps it was wholly illusory, for certainly we had to strain our eyes very hard to see anything 
at all. So that our main contention can hardly be that the science of today has a pronouncement 
to make, perhaps it ought rather to be that science should leave off making pronouncements: the 
river of knowledge has too often turned back on itself” (p.138). 
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THE SECOND SURAH 
ALBAQARH (THE COW) 


verse 81 to verse 88 


(81) Yea! Those who earn evil and by their sinfulness are engulfed - they are destined for the fire, 
therein to abide; 


(82) whereas those who attain to faith and do righteous deeds - they are destined for paradise, 
therein to abide. 


(83) AND LO! We accepted this solemn pledge from [you,] the children of Israel: “Yoy shall 
worship none but God; and you shall do good unto your parent and kinsfolk, and the orphans, 
and the poor; and you shall speak unto all people in a kindly way; and you shall be constant in 
prayer; and you shall spend in charity.’*© 
And yet, save for a few of you, you turned away : for you are obstinate folk!® 


(84) And lo! We accepted your solemn pledge that you would not shed one another’s blood, and 
would not drive one another from your homelands - whereupon you acknowledged it: and 
thereto you bear witness [even now]. 


(85) And yet, it is you who slay one another and drive some of your own people from their home 
lands, aiding one another against them in sin and hatred; but if they come to you as captives, you 
ransom them - although the very [act of] driving them away has been made unlawful to you! 
Do you, then believe in some parts of the divine writ and deny the truth of other parts? What, 
then, could be the reward of those among you who do such things but ignominy in the life of this 


world and, on the Day of Resurrection, commitment to most grievous suffering? For God is not 
unmindful of what you do. 


(86) All who buy the life of this world at the price of the life to come - their suffering shall not be 
lightened, nor shall they be succoured! 


(87) For, indeed, We vouchsafed unto Moses the divine writ and caused apostle after apostle to 
follow him;” and We vouchsafed unto Jesus, the son of Mary, all evidence of the truth, and 
strengthened him with holy inspiration.”' [Yet] is it not so that every time an apostle came unto 


you with something that was not to your liking, you gloried in your arrogance, and to some of 
them you gave the lie, while others you would slay?” 


(88) But they say, “Our hearts are already full of knowledge.” 73 Nay, but God has rejected them 
because of their refusal to acknowledge the truth; for, few are the things in which they believe.”4 
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(66) In the preceding passages, the children of Israel have been reminded of the favours that were bestowed cn 
them. Now, however, the Quran reminds them of the fact that the way of righteousness has indeed been 
shown to them by means of explicit social and moral injunctions: and this reminder flows directly from the 
statement that the human condition in the life to come depends exclusively on the manner of one’s life in 
this world, and not on one’s descent. 


(67) See note 34 above. | 


(68) The Old Testament contains many allusions to the waywardness and stubborn rebelliousness of the . 


children of Israel - e.g., Exodus xxxii, 9, xxxiii, 3, xxxiv, 9; Deuteronomy ix, 6-8, 23-24, 27. ] 


(69) This is a reference to the conditions prevailing at Medina at the time of the Prophet’s hijrah. The two Arab 
tribes of Medina - Al-Aws and Khazraj - were, in pre-Islamic times permanently at war with one another; and 
out of the three Jewish tribes living there - the Banu Qaynuqa, Banu n-Nadir and Banu Qurayzah - the first- 
named two were allied with Khazraj, while the third was allied with Al-Aws. Thus, in the course of their 
warfare, Jew would kill Jew in alliance with pagans (“aiding one another in sin and hatred”): a twofold crime 
from the viewpoint of Mosaic Law. Nevertheless, they would subsequently ransom their mutual captives in 
obedience to that very same Law - and it is this glaring inconsistency to which the Quran alludes in the next 
sentence. 


(70) Lit., ““ We caused him to be followed, after his time, by (all) the other apostles”: a stress upon the continuous 
succession of prophets among the Jews (see Tabari, Zamakhshari, Razi, Ibn Kathir), which fact deprives 
them of any excuse of ignorance. 


(71) This rendering of ruh al-qudus (lit., “the spirit of holiness”) is based on the recurring use in the Quran of the 
term ruh in the sense of “divine inspiration”. It is also recorded that the Prophet invoked the blessing of the 
ruh al-qudus on his Companion, the poet Hassan ibn Thabit (Bukhari, Muslim, Abu Daud and Tirmidhi): 
just as the Quran (58 : 22) speaks of all believers as being “strengthened by inspiration (ruh) from Him”. 





(72) Lit., “and some you are slaying”. The change from the, past tense observed throughout this sentence to the 
present tense in the verb tagtulun (“you are slaying”) is meant to express a conscious intent in this respect 
and, thus, a persistent, ever-recurring trait in Jewish history (Manar I, 377), to which also the New Testament 
refers (Matthew xxiii, 34-35, 37), and 1 Thessalonians ii, 15). 


(73) Lit., “our hearts are repositories [of knowledge]” - an allusion to the boast of the Jews that in view of the 
religious knowledge which they already possess, they are in no need of any further preaching (Ibn Kathir, 
on the authority of Ibn Abbas; identical explanations are mentioned by Tabari and Zamakshari). 


(74) I.e., all their beliefs are centred on themselves and their alleged “exceptional” status in the sight of God. 
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